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difficult the day has been pleasant, and warmer than we have had yet, though with never a glimpse of sun. A good many passengers came on board at Plymouth, amongst others the clergyman who conducted the service to-day, and did it very nicely, not rattling it over in the way I so much dislike. I have no doubt I shall hear his name soon, but the passenger-list is not out yet, and we do not know much of our companions. The party at our table, the purser's, promises, however, to be a very friendly and cheery one, and we think ourselves fortunate to have such pleasant neighbours. When it is possible to be more on deck, we shall have more opportunity to be sociable.
December 8.
THE clergyman's name is Canon------, going out to Naples for his health. He is very pleasant, but very High Church, and told me that 'the Reformation took away from the people the Mass that they did understand, and gave them the Prayer Book which they did not' . . . He is a great admirer of Browning, and when he discovered my delinquencies in that respect he offered, as you will be amused to hear, to carry on my education in his poems,
which J------ began.     See what a thorn in the
flesh I must be to his admirers!
We are through 'the Bay* now, and safely